BIGFORK LAND USE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Draft Minutes Thursday August 27, 2026
4:00 PM Bethany Lutheran Church – Downstairs Meeting Room

Chairwoman Susan Johnson called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m.

Present:  Committee member attendees: Ry Keller, Laura Perry, Susan Johnson, Shelley Anderson, Jerry Sorensen, and Dan Cotman; absent was Richard Michaud; Public: None; Flathead Planning and Zoning: None 

Public Comment:
None

The agenda was approved (m/s, Sorensen/Anderson), vote unanimous.

Minutes of the July 30, 2026, meeting were approved (m/s, Anderson/Perry), vote unanimous.

Administrator’s Report and Announcements:
Sign-in sheet passed around.  Approved minutes and documents are posted on the County website: https://flatheadcounty.gov/department-directory/planning-zoning/meeting-information
Anderson reported that the Board of Adjustment approved FCU-26-12 Peterson Lake Properties unanimously.  The Board did amend Condition of Approval #1 changing the maximum number of kayakers from 14 on each tour, as recommended by BLUAC, to 16 kayakers on each tour.
Application:
None

Unfinished Business:
Bigfork Neighborhood Plan Work Session
Sorensen presented the updated maps from the GIS Department.  Maps are current as of June 2026. Two new maps were constructed for the update.  A map of vacant land within the zoning district and a map showing all zoning changes in the zoning district from 2010 to the present.  Both maps will be important in creating a future land use map.

Sorensen also spoke about the decommissioning of the Bigfork Dam and a group that is working to acquire the Swan River Trail, which is owned by Pacific Corp, the dam operator. The dam needs significant repairs, and its removal will not cause flooding downstream. The decommissioning of the dam is a 5-year process. The cost to buy the Swan River Trail and land is $50 million. Bids to buy the property are due on September 4, 2026.

Sorensen also spoke about Save The Flathead, a community movement for conservations easements, primarily for agricultural, ranching, and timber lands in Flathead County.  Other counties in the state have approved bonds to acquire land for protection from development.  See attached notice.

New Business:
None

Adjourn:
Sorensen moved and Perry seconded the motion to adjourn at 5:00 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Shelley Anderson, member and acting recording secretary
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