

BIGFORK LAND USE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Draft Minutes Thursday May 28, 2026
4:00 PM Bethany Lutheran Church – Downstairs Meeting Room
Neighborhood Plan Workshop

Chairwoman Susan Johnson called the meeting to order at 4:16 p.m.

Present:  Committee member attendees: Susan Johnson, Richard Michaud, Shelley Anderson, Jerry Sorensen, Chany Ockert, and Dan Cotman; Absent: Laura Perry; Public: None; Flathead Planning and Zoning: None.

Public Comment:
None

A motion was made to adopt agenda (m/s, Michaud/Ockert). Johnson requested that the agenda be amended to add Public Comment after Unfinished Business. Johnson moved and Ockert seconded the motion to amend the agenda.  Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes of the April 30, 2026, meeting were corrected to reflect the May 28, 2026, date of Sorensen’s presentation.  Amendment (m/s, Johnson/Anderson), vote was unanimous.

Administrator’s Report and Announcements:
Sign-in sheet passed around.  Approved minutes and documents are posted on the County website: flathead.mt.gov  Click on Planning and Zoning/Meetings and Boards/Bigfork Land Use Advisory Committee.
FZC-25-17 Bigfork Fire District zone change was approved by the County Commissioners.
There will be a mandatory MACO training session for all LUAC members in July.  Date and time to be announced.
Application:
None


Unfinished Business:
Bigfork Neighborhood Plan Update
Sorensen reviewed and commented on the Land Use Recommendation section of Land Use and Natural Resources section of the Neighborhood Plan.  The committee agreed that revisions are required in various sections. 
Sections of the updated Neighborhood Plan will be presented to the Planning Board on June 10th.

Public Comment:
None

New Business:
Appointment of Members:
Johnson moved and Sorensen seconded the motion to appoint Richard Michaud as the Member-at-Large for the term beginning June 1, 2026, and ending May 31, 2027.  There were no other applicants.  Motion passed unanimously.
There were no applicants for the Recording Secretary position.
Election of Officers:
Michaud moved and Anderson seconded the motion to elect Johnson as Chair and Sorensen as Vice Chair for the term beginning June 1, 2026, and ending May 31, 2027.  Motion passed unanimously.
Ry Keller was elected by acclamation for a three-year term on the Committee beginning June 1, 2026.  Dan Cotman was elected by acclamation a two-year term on the Committee beginning June 1, 2026.

Adjourn:
Johnson moved and Anderson seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Shelley Anderson, Member and acting Recording Secretary
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