BIGFORK LAND USE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Draft Minutes Thursday April 30, 2026
4:00 PM Bethany Lutheran Church – Downstairs Meeting Room
Neighborhood Plan Workshop

Chairwoman Susan Johnson called the meeting to order at 4:09 p.m.

Present:  Committee member attendees: Susan Johnson, Laura Perry, Richard Michaud, and Shelley Anderson; absent was Jerry Sorensen, Chany Ockert, and Dan Cotman. Public: None; Flathead Planning and Zoning: None.

Public Comment:
None

The agenda was approved (m/s, Perry/Michaud), vote unanimous.

Minutes of the March 26, 2026 meeting were approved (m/s, Michaud/Anderson), vote unanimous.

Administrator’s Report and Announcements:
Sign-in sheet passed around.  Approved minutes and documents are posted on the County website: flathead.mt.gov  Click on Planning and Zoning/Meetings and Boards/Bigfork Land Use Advisory Committee.
FZC-25-17 Bigfork Fire District zone change was recommended by the Planning Board in a 4 to 2 vote.  The County Commissioners will consider the request on Thursday May 21st in the Commissioner’s Chambers at 9 a.m.
Application:
None

Unfinished Business:
Bigfork Neighborhood Plan Update
Johnson and Perry are working on the Housing section of the update.  Currently there is no data available on short-term rentals and second homes.  The State’s Department of Finance and Department of Revenue are required to have the data available by July 2026.
The committee is still awaiting statistical information from the Bigfork Fire Department and the County Sheriff’s Office.  They have not responded to the request for data.  The committee is trying to determine if changes in calls for service are commensurate with population growth or if the need is greater than population growth.
Sorensen will review portions of the Land Use section at the May 30th meeting.
 
New Business:
None

Adjourn:
Anderson moved and Perry seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:40 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.


Respectfully submitted,
Shelley Anderson, Member and acting Recording Secretary
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