BIGFORK LAND USE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Draft Minutes Thursday February 19, 2026
4:00 PM Bethany Lutheran Church – Downstairs Meeting Room

Chairwoman Susan Johnson called the meeting to order at 4:07 p.m.

Present:  Committee member attendees: Dan Cotman, Shelley Anderson, Susan Johnson, and Chany Ockert; absent was Jerry Sorensen, Laura Perry, and Richard Michaud; Public: Two members.

The agenda was approved (m/s, Ockert/Anderson), vote was unanimous.

Minutes of the January 29, 2026, meeting were approved (m/s, Ockert/Anderson), vote was unanimous.

Administrator’s Report and Announcements:
Sign-in sheet passed around.  Approved minutes and documents are posted on the County website: flathead.mt.gov  Click on Planning and Zoning/Meetings and Boards/Bigfork Land Use Advisory Committee.
Anderson reported that on February 2, 2026, Johnson, Anderson, and Ockert meet with Erick Mack and Erin Appert to review two updated chapters of the Bigfork Neighborhood Plan. Mack stated that the Election Department no longer wants BLUAC members to be publicly elected due to the cost to the Election Department.  The Bigfork Neighborhood Plan, approved by the Commissioners in 2009, and the BLUAC By-Laws state that BLUAC positions are to be publicly elected. Anderson asked that this topic be placed on the agenda for the next BLUAC meeting under New Business.  Ockert suggested that the director of the Community Foundation for a Better Bigfork be asked to attend the meeting.
Public Comment:
None

Application:
None

Unfinished Business:
Bigfork Neighborhood Plan
Ockert made several suggestions for the wording in the Demographics and Economic section of the Plan update.  The committee agreed to all the changes.
Clarification is needed from Planning and Zoning on how updated portions of the Plan should be presented to insure clarity between what is being removed and what is being proposed.
Cotman will update the Transportation section.  
Anderson will send the committee members the data gathered at the 2018 Bigfork Town Hall meetings.  Anderson hopes to complete the data analysis for the Downtown and Highway 35 Corridor section by the next meeting.

New Business:
The committee discussed the February 5, 2026, board training seminar.  Going forward, when draft minutes are sent out, hold comments until the next meeting when the minutes can be amended.  The agenda for meetings will now have Public Comment after Call to Order so the public can comment on the meeting agenda and the prior meeting minutes.

Adjourn:
Ockert moved and Johnson seconded the motion to adjourn at 4:58 p.m.  The vote was unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,
Shelley Anderson, Member and acting Recording Secretary
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